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JOINT CITY-COUNTY AIRPORT BOARD  
Minutes of Meeting 

Monday, August 9, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.  

Stillwater County Annex Planning Department 

 809 E 4th Avenue N, Suite C 
 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Alan Drain (Chairman), Joe Morse (Vice-Chairman), Waymoth 

“Fitz” Fitzgerald, Roger Johnston, and Willard Moore. 

 

OTHERS:  Maureen Davey, BOCC Representative; Allen Rickman, Airport Manager; Gary 

Woltermann, Columbus Mayor. 

 

STAFF:  Forrest Mandeville and Marissa Plumb. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Chairman Drain called the meeting order at 10:00 a.m.. 

  

II. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: Fitz moved that the minutes from the July 12, 2010 

meeting be approved as written. Roger seconded; with all in favor, motion carried. 

 

III. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 A.  Hardin Graham’s Hanger Lease Adjustment.  Alan had spoken with Mr. Graham 

regarding the hanger lease payment he submitted for this year.  Mr. Graham paid his lease in 

November of 2009 in full with the understanding that the construction of his hanger would have 

taking place before the end of 2009.  Due to an issue with the construction company the hanger 

was not build until March 2010.  Mr. Graham believes he overpaid for his hanger lease in 2009 

and proceeded to withhold the overpayment which he deducted from his payment for this year’s 

lease.  Joe noted that the lease is on the airport land not the hanger that was to be built on that 

land.  Joe also mentioned that he felt there could be an issue with the lease agreement that Mr. 

Graham had signed.  The contract is between the individual and the Town and County, and states 

a specific lease amount that Mr. Graham is to pay each year and that payment was not made in 

full this year.  The Board is requesting a formal letter from Mr. Graham giving an explanation 

for the issue and the amount he would like taken off this year’s lease to compensate for the 

overpayment of the 2009 lease payment.   Chairman Drain will talk to Mr. Graham and request a 

formal letter with his request by next month’s schedule meeting on September 13.  At that time 

the Board will be able to act on the request, but will only be able to make a recommendation to 

the Town and County, since they were the signors of the lease agreement. 

 

 B.  Airport Manager’s Retirement Notice and Position Description. Allen provided a 

letter of resignation (see attached).  He also discussed the reason for him stepping down and said 

that he felt that he is not readily available to maintain all the responsibilities as the airport’s 

manager. Allen did say that he is willing to stay in the position until there is a replacement.  

Allen has been the manager since 1994.  Chairman Drain mentioned that Hardin Graham may be 

interested in becoming the new airport manager.  When Alan contacts Mr. Graham regarding the 
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hanger lease he will also ask him to write another letter to the Board stating his interest in the 

position.  This will be discussed further at the next meeting. 

 

 

IV. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

 A.  2010 Project Update 

 

  1.  Pavement Maintenance.  Travis Eickman with Morrison-Maierle sent an 

email (see attached) to all Board members regarding the pavement maintenance.  A couple of 

questions that arose during the meeting were: 1. Will Morrison-Maierle post notice with the 

FAA that the runway is unavailable during the pavement maintenance project, or does someone 

need to be given that task?  2. How long will the runway be shut down during the pavement 

maintenance project?  Forrest will email Travis those questions after the Board meeting this 

morning.  

 

  2.  Snow Plow.  Please refer to the attached email from Travis Eickman for an 

update on the order of the plow. 

 

 

 B.  Land Acquisition. 
 

  There was nothing to be discussed at this time. 

    

V. MANAGER’S REPORT:  Besides announcing his resignation, Allen noted that there is 

a Unicom owned by the FAA that needed to be moved to Mr. Graham’s hanger if he decides to 

take on the responsibilities of becoming the airport manager.  Allen also informed the Board of a 

call he received from Angle Flight which is a volunteer medical transport group.  They called to 

let the airport know that they will be stopping at the Columbus Airport in the near future.  They 

asked if someone is available to pump the fuels and if the airport would be willing to donate the 

fuel.  Allen replied that the fuel is from a self-service pump and the airport would not be able to 

donate the fuel at this time.  

 Allen also brought up that fact that there is still a trailer parked on the airport grounds 

that doesn’t pay rent for the space.  The trailer houses a glider owned by Art Daniels.  The issue 

with storing the glider in the trailer on the airport grounds is that it’s not be covered under any 

lease agreement by the airport.     The Board’s consensus was for someone to formally contact 

the owner and let him know that there will be a lease that needs to be paid yearly to the airport 

for storing the trailer on the grounds and inform him that the trailer needs to be moved so the 

manager can cut the lawn that is now overgrown around where the trailer is located. Chairman 

Drain will contact Art Daniels regarding this issue. 
 

VI. FINANCE REPORT:  Joe reported that the balance in the account is $5,634.00 and that 

does include all the 2010 hanger leases. 

 

VII. OTHER:  
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 A.  Tractor.  Roger said that the tractor the County loaned to the airport for cutting the 

grass has been having problems lately each time it is used.  Roger believes that a new 

tractor/lawn mower will be needed soon or that the current tractor will need a total overhaul to 

get it up to speed.  He also said that the starter seems to be the next item to go out. 

 

 B.  Cenex Bill.  Gary bought anti-rodent chemicals at Cenex and needs to be reimbursed 

for the purchase of them.  There are chemicals left and it’s in Gary’s hanger if anyone needs 

some.    Gary treated about 35-40 ground squirrel holes over the weekend. 

 

 C.  Fly-In.  The Columbus Airport Fly-In is next Sunday, August 15 from 7 a.m. to noon. 

 

 D.  Gate Loops.  Travis did change the loops (opening sensors) at the cattle guard so the 

gates would open when you are further away from the guards.  Roger said that the gates are 

opening from a further distance away. 

 

 E.  Weeds/alfalfa.  The Board would like to contact Jim Visser, the County’s Weed 

Manager, to see if there is something that can be sprayed on the alfalfa that is growing in the 

grass.  They feel if the alfalfa is gone then that may decrease the number of prairie dogs since 

that’s what they primarily feed on.  Alan will call and talk to Jim before next month’s meeting. 

  

 

VIII. ADJOURN MEETING:  With no more business to discuss, Fitz moved for the meeting 

to be adjourned. Roger seconded; all in favor, motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:39 

a.m.. 

 

Next Airport Board meeting is Monday, September 13, 2010 at 10 a.m. at the Stillwater County 

Annex Planning Department office. 
 

 

Marissa Plumb 

Administrative Assistant 


